
 

 

 

 

 

SOFTBALL MANITOBA SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 

August 25, 2022 – Via ZOOM 

 
Voting Delegates (24) 
 

POSITION NAME 

1. President  Larry Giesbrecht 

2. Director Norman Region Vacant 

3. Director Parkland Region  Regrets (Greg Boden) 

4. Director Westman Region  Bev Neufeld 

5. Director Central Region  Kristi Guilford 

6. Director Interlake Region Blaine Shewchuk 

7. Director Eastman Region Bob Lanoie 

8. Director NW Ontario Region  Vacant 

9. Director Winnipeg North Region  Brady Woods 

10. Director Winnipeg South Region  Al Bruneau 

11. Minor Advisory Board Representative  Vacant 

12. Fast Pitch Advisory Board Representative  Brenda Woods 

13. Slo-Pitch Advisory Board Representative Mike Fennessey 

14. Provincial Umpire in Chief  Frank Fargey 

15. Officials Representative (Rural)  Bruce Luebke 

16. Officials Representative (Urban)  Val Pelleck 

17. Officials Advisory Representative  Regrets (Terry Wolowiec) 

18. Minor Member at Large – Minors (Urban) Daphne Wiebe 

19. Minor Member at Large – Minors (Urban) Kevin Lanthier 

20. Minor Member at Large – Minors (Urban) Jeremy Lough 

21. Minor Member at Large – Minors (Urban) Renee Danchuk 

22. Minor Member at Large – Minors (Rural) Tara Conrad 

23. Minor Member at Large – Minors (Rural) Marc Lyver 

24. Minor Member at Large – Minors (Rural) Noelle Cunningham 

25. Minor Member at Large – Minors (Rural) Patrick Tetrault 

26. Adult Member at Large  Les Newman 

27. Adult Member at Large Rafik Abi Saleh 

28. Adult Member at Large No other Adult League President attended. 

29. Official Members at Large - (Urban)  Tony Kuleza 

30. Official Members at Large - (Rural)   Mike Klassen 
    

Observers:    

Sarah Mrygold 
Marci Halls-Stronciski 
Kevin Lachance 
Sharon Coughlan 
Jen Hollywood 
Joel Neufeld 
Joel Whiteside 

J e n n  S h a n t z 

Mark Venton 

Bobby Morgan 

Werner Peters 

Dana Lovallo 

Jon Reimer 

Kerry Slatcher 

Chantal Stadnyk 
Drew Howard 
Brett Turner 
Donna Pyle 
Norlyn Dickson     
Dewayne Henley 
Julie Wawryk 
 

Kirt Swanson 

Michael Wolanski 

Mike Wrixon 

Niki Nazarewich 

Paul Fazio 

Sarah Shotton 

Tracy Palmer 

    

Softball MB Staff:  Don Klym Leigh Decker  



 

 

 

 

 

 1.  Call to Order 
 
President/Chair (Larry Giesbrecht) called the meeting to order at 6.08 pm.  
The Chair welcomed the members and introduced Staff members Don Klym and Leigh Decker as the 
Voting Scrutineers. The Chair reminded the participants that, per our Rules of Procedure, speaking is 
limited to voting delegates only (and League Presidents), unless prompted by the Chair. 
 

2. Determination of Voting Delegates  
24 voting delegates in attendance.  (as listed on previous page) 
 

3.  Identification of Non-Voting Delegates 
Also listed on previous page. 

 

4.  Motion #1 (Kevin Lanthier / 2nd – Jeremy Lough) 

 
Prior to reading out the following Motion, Presenter MPSL President Kevin Lanthier asked for a 15-minute 
recess to meet with his Executive to Amend MPSL Motion #1. The 15-minute recess request was denied 
and 1 minute was provided for the Amendment to be read.  
Note: The MPSL was instructed prior to the Meeting to have any amendments prepared and ready to 
present immediately. Hearing that the Presenter stated that the League will go through with Motion #1 as 
presented to the Membership – without the Amendment.  
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 1 

Division Operating Rules 
Submitted by: Manitoba Premier Softball League (MPSL) Division Affiliation: Minor 
Date: August 11, 2022 

  

REFERENCE: (Section, article, number, page, etc.) 

2022 Minor Division Operating Rules     M-3, Age Categories and Classification    Section 3 and Section 3.F. 

WHEREAS (Article as currently written.) 

3. U13, U15, U17 and U19 ‘AAA’ Categories  

a. The U13, U15, U17 and U19 ‘AAA’ Categories will be run under the auspices of the four (4) Winnipeg based 
“A” Organizations, Manitoba Angels, Manitoba Thunder, Smitty’s Terminators and Winnipeg Lightning and the 
six (6) Rural Regions, Central Energy, Eastman Wildcats, Interlake Phillies, Norman, Parkland and Westman 
Magic. No ‘AAA’ for Norman and Parkland in 2022.  

b. The number of ‘AAA’ teams in the U13, U15, U17 and U19 categories will be restricted to one team from 
each of the four (4) Winnipeg based “AAA” Organizations and one team from each of the four (4) existing 
Rural Regional Organizations.  

c. In the U13AAA, U15AAA, U17AAA and U19AAA category players must attend an evaluation camp within 

their home region. Players who are not invited to be rostered on their AAA regional team are eligible to play 
with one of their regional AA team(s). Players will not be released from their region to play for another AAA 
organization.  

d. For the U13, U15, U17 and U19 ‘AAA’ category teams are permitted no new out of region players. 

Returning players can remain within their current organization, if released they must return to the region in 
which they reside first.  

e. Under extenuating circumstances only, a region may be exempt from the boundary rules, in order to form a 
team, subject to the approval of the Softball MB Minor Committee.  

f. Team Registration – all ‘AAA’ teams (9 player minimum) must complete Softball Manitoba RAMP registration 
signed by all players, coaches and manager by January 31st for the upcoming season. 



 

 

 

 

 

AND  

F. Fill Rule: 1. The Fill Rule may only be used to add players to teams who do not have the minimum number 
of players to field a team. The purpose of the Fill Rule is to help ensure that each region is able to field a 
viable team. Effort must be made to recruit players in all regions. Special consideration will be given to areas 
that have an adequate number of players, but do not have pitchers or catchers. 2. The ‘fill’ athlete must be a 
fully eligible player as defined by Softball Manitoba and have attended the tryouts in their home catchment 
area, but not have been selected to their home region’s team. 3. No eligible athlete trying out for their home 
region can be displaced by a “fill” player from a different region. 4. The Softball MB Board of Directors will 
confer with the relevant coaches and regional reps to determine the fill(s) based on availability, need and 
geographical proximity. 5. All “fill” players will return to their home catchment area for tryouts the following 
year. 6. Once a “fill” player has been released from the team in their catchment area for 3 consecutive years, 
the player will no longer be considered “property” of their home catchment. Maximum Fill Players per Team: 
Organizations/Teams applying through the Fill Rule may add a maximum of three (3) ’fill’ players to bring its 
roster up to eleven (11) players. Fill Rule numbers reflect Minor Division Operating Rule 3.F2. (Provincial 
Competition - Pick-ups). Fill Rule Tracking Information/Information Required: Fill Rule information required by 
Softball MB for processing requests is the direct responsibility of the Organization applying. Data received will 
be recorded and applied to decisions regarding Player Movement Requests. This information also provides 
the Association with a history on Player Movement (Registering Out of Region) plus overall aspects of 
Regional & Organizational Stability. Organizations requesting player(s) through the Fill Rule must provide the 
following information: • Number of players that attended tryouts and how many were released. • How many are 
on their current roster. • Releases from these player's home region, signed by the League/Organization 
President. The Player Release Form can be found on our website under, FORMS. 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT (Motion.  State whether revision, addition, deletion) 

Remove section b, c, d, and e above from the operating rules, amalgamate a and f within the 
“Registration” section #1 of the operating rules, remove the Fill rule in its entirety and place the article 
below into the MPSL constitution and make reference of the MPSL ruling within the Boundary section 
of the operating rules which will be shared in a separate proposal \ amendment.  
 
Players must attend an evaluation camp within their home region. Players who are not invited to be rostered 
on their regional team may attend an evaluation camp within an alternate region for one season. Players are 
expected to return to their home catchment area for evaluation camp in the following year with the exception 
of: 

• Players who were grandfathered into a region outside of their catchment area prior to the Boundaries 
ruling however, should a player(s) in this scenario be released or choose to leave a regional team, the 
player(s) are expected to return to their home catchment area for evaluation camp. 

A player release form will be completed by the sending region, copied to the player, the receiving region and 
Softball Manitoba 

RATIONALE 

The MPSL has a governance structure in place to manage player movement within AAA regions. Capable 
AAA players who are unable to be rostered within their region must not be denied an opportunity to compete 
within an alternate region solely based on geography.  This player right is aligned with Softball Manitoba’s 
vision, mission, objectives and core values along with MPSL’s mission and objectives. Player movement within 
AAA does not impact A or AA and MPSL has demonstrated its abilities to successfully manage U19 player 
movement in the 2022 season.  

FINAL IMPLICATIONS:    ____  Carried ____  Amended ____  Withdrawn __X__  Defeated  22-1 (1 abstain) 

 
 

Discussion: 
 
Chair asked if there were any questions before proceeding. Question was asked – How do we proceed 
from here? Answer = Any further review, questions and/or concerns can be brought up following proper 
protocol at the 2022 Annual General Meeting. 



 

 

 

 

 

5. Adjournment 
 
The Chair advised Membership of the November 26-2022 AGM and noted that all matters of business on 
the agenda have been concluded and declared the meeting adjourned – Thanking the members for 
participating.   

 

 

DATE: August 26, 2022 

Larry Giesbrecht - President:     Don Klym - Executive Director: 

 

           

 

 

 


